
 
 
Dear friends in the Valley, 
 
The City administration seems intent to increase pressure on Masi residents to leave the valley. The article in 
yesterday's Peoples Post has caused immediate and furious outrage, especially in Masi itself. Instead of 
consultation, instead of first telling people that their homes stand to be 'on the wrong side of the fence', instead 
of first offering residents an alternate place to live, the City informs us of a 'fence' in an area Sanparks considers 
to be not worthy of the title 'wetland'. 
 
The City is playing with fire and keeps dealing with poor people as second-class citizens. This situation will 
explode in all our faces. Yesterday's announcement via the press will be debated in meetings in Masi. Although 
no-one has been told where exactly the fence will run, several thousand people will wonder when they will once 
again have their houses broken down by the long arm of this City's administration.  
 

 
 
 
A case of careful choreography? Why place this article the week before the 'fence' article? Which wetland? 
What's the relationship of the article to the pictures? A vague and poor piece of journalism that angered several 
readers. 



 
 
 
A very welcome vision by Dr Lutz van Dijk, that appeared in the Weekend Argus on 21 February, 2016. 
From	
  Township	
  to	
  Town:	
  Masiphumelele	
  -­	
  10	
  years	
  from	
  now	
  
Or:	
  Why	
  development	
  will	
  benefit	
  all	
  –	
  residents	
  and	
  neighbours	
  alike	
  
	
  	
  
Lutz	
  van	
  Dijk:	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  past	
  six	
  months	
  were	
  the	
  most	
  difficult	
  for	
  the	
  community	
  of	
  Masiphumelele	
  in	
  all	
  its	
  history	
  since	
  1996	
  when	
  
about	
  8000	
  residents	
  were	
  granted	
  permission	
  to	
  stay	
  by	
  President	
  Mandela	
  on	
  about	
  one	
  square	
  kilometre	
  of	
  land	
  
between	
  Fish	
  Hoek,	
  Capri	
  and	
  Noordhoek.	
  	
  
	
  



Today,	
  more	
  than	
  40.000	
  residents	
  are	
  surviving	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  small	
  piece	
  of	
  land,	
  while	
  new	
  people	
  keep	
  coming,	
  
squeezing	
  themselves	
  in	
  the	
  poorest	
  parts	
  like	
  the	
  informal	
  settlement	
  wetlands	
  where	
  are	
  hardly	
  any	
  basic	
  services	
  
(at	
  present	
  ca.	
  70	
  families	
  share	
  one	
  toilet	
  and	
  one	
  water	
  tap	
  !).	
  In	
  2011	
  a	
  census	
  estimated	
  10.550	
  residents	
  here,	
  
latest	
  estimates	
  from	
  2015	
  based	
  on	
  aerial	
  photos	
  suggest	
  more	
  than	
  13.800	
  children,	
  women	
  and	
  men.	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  is	
  here	
  where	
  the	
  most	
  devastating	
  fires	
  happened:	
  On	
  29	
  November	
  more	
  than	
  1000	
  shacks	
  in	
  section	
  D+E	
  made	
  
more	
  than	
  4500	
  families	
  homeless	
  (some	
  are	
  still	
  staying	
  in	
  the	
  Masi	
  community	
  hall	
  as	
  efforts	
  to	
  re-­‐bloc	
  and	
  
competition	
  during	
  re-­‐building	
  pushed	
  several	
  out).	
  Again	
  on	
  Friday	
  12	
  February,	
  in	
  section	
  A	
  (“Zululand”)	
  136	
  
shacks	
  burnt	
  down,	
  affecting	
  ca.	
  600	
  people.	
  
	
  
Before	
  these	
  fires,	
  Masi	
  received	
  even	
  international	
  news	
  when	
  on	
  15	
  September	
  2015	
  protests	
  began	
  after	
  a	
  14	
  year	
  
old	
  boy	
  was	
  raped	
  and	
  murdered	
  and	
  like	
  so	
  many	
  times	
  before	
  no	
  police	
  responded	
  timely	
  to	
  the	
  desperate	
  calls	
  of	
  
family	
  members.	
  The	
  same	
  evening	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  parents	
  and	
  neighbours	
  killed	
  a	
  man	
  suspected	
  of	
  the	
  murder.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  following	
  weeks	
  also	
  drug	
  dealers	
  were	
  targeted	
  who	
  had	
  been	
  known	
  to	
  	
  residents	
  and	
  police,	
  but	
  were	
  never	
  
arrested.	
  Another	
  six	
  mob	
  killings	
  happened.	
  Protests	
  escalated	
  when	
  more	
  and	
  more	
  activists	
  were	
  arrested	
  for	
  
public	
  violence,	
  but	
  still	
  none	
  of	
  the	
  drug	
  dealers.	
  At	
  present,	
  more	
  than	
  40	
  Masi	
  activists	
  awaiting	
  their	
  trial.	
  So	
  do	
  
two	
  community	
  leaders	
  charged	
  with	
  murder	
  and	
  attempted	
  murder	
  who	
  are	
  out	
  on	
  bail	
  for	
  now.	
  Whether	
  those	
  
many	
  activists	
  who	
  had	
  never	
  been	
  charged	
  before	
  will	
  be	
  struck	
  of	
  the	
  role	
  or	
  sentenced,	
  is	
  still	
  open	
  and	
  might	
  lead	
  
to	
  new	
  protests.	
  
	
  
Government	
  officials	
  keep	
  talking	
  about	
  new	
  development	
  plans	
  	
  (“Masi	
  Development	
  Framework”)	
  which	
  had	
  been	
  
done	
  by	
  expensive	
  consultants.	
  So	
  far	
  they	
  are	
  kept	
  as	
  a	
  secret	
  and	
  several	
  NGO’s,	
  community	
  leaders	
  and	
  neighbors	
  
have	
  repeatedly	
  requested	
  to	
  allow	
  public	
  debate	
  on	
  it.	
  	
  However,	
  as	
  there	
  had	
  been	
  many	
  plans	
  since	
  1996,	
  also	
  this	
  
one	
  will	
  be	
  measured	
  against	
  one	
  basic	
  question:	
  Is	
  there	
  real	
  change	
  to	
  come	
  or	
  just	
  prolonging	
  of	
  the	
  status	
  quo	
  ?	
  	
  
Can	
  we	
  ever	
  imagine	
  Masiphumelele	
  as	
  an	
  ordinary	
  town	
  among	
  others	
  in	
  our	
  valley	
  ?	
  
	
  
After	
  working	
  almost	
  daily	
  in	
  Masi	
  the	
  past	
  14	
  years	
  I	
  think	
  we	
  are	
  at	
  crossroads	
  as	
  	
  never	
  before.	
  If	
  we	
  continue	
  as	
  
in	
  the	
  past,	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  three	
  escalating	
  negative	
  consequences:	
  More	
  disasters,	
  more	
  protests	
  and	
  riots	
  -­‐	
  and	
  
exploding	
  costs	
  (humanly	
  and	
  financially)	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  both.	
  
	
  
We	
  need	
  the	
  courage	
  to	
  vision	
  how	
  Masiphumelele	
  can	
  change	
  from	
  a	
  township	
  to	
  an	
  ordinary	
  town	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  ten	
  
years.	
  It	
  is	
  possible.	
  Here	
  are	
  three	
  basic	
  suggestions:	
  
	
  
	
  
1.	
  Masi	
  needs	
  to	
  change	
  its	
  disaster	
  areas	
  into	
  human	
  settlements	
  with	
  basic	
  services	
  and	
  access	
  roads	
  in	
  a	
  
safe	
  hygienic	
  environment.	
  About	
  370	
  households	
  would	
  need	
  to	
  relocate	
  for	
  such	
  an	
  exercise	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  
ca.	
  3000	
  families	
  (equals	
  ca.	
  14.000	
  residents)	
  will	
  be	
  safe	
  from	
  disasters	
  forever.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Besides	
  the	
  human	
  responsibility	
  to	
  end	
  the	
  suffering	
  of	
  thousands	
  every	
  year,	
  it	
  is	
  possible	
  with	
  much	
  less	
  costs	
  
than	
  the	
  repeated	
  exercises	
  of	
  disaster	
  relief	
  (R	
  20	
  m	
  for	
  making	
  these	
  areas	
  safe	
  for	
  once	
  and	
  all,	
  compared	
  to	
  R	
  29	
  
m	
  for	
  the	
  latest	
  November	
  fire	
  alone	
  for	
  disaster	
  relief	
  !).	
  In	
  2014	
  we	
  had	
  all	
  five	
  leaders	
  of	
  sections	
  A-­‐E	
  at	
  this	
  
informal	
  settlement	
  agreeing	
  to	
  such	
  plans	
  for	
  substantial	
  re-­‐blocking.	
  	
  
	
  
And:	
  There	
  is	
  land	
  available	
  next	
  to	
  Masi.	
  Despite	
  previous	
  objections	
  around	
  freshwater	
  and	
  geotechnical	
  
conditions,	
  the	
  remainder	
  of	
  City’s	
  erf	
  5131	
  (which	
  compromises	
  5,3	
  ha)	
  is	
  the	
  solution	
  we	
  were	
  long	
  searching	
  for:	
  



No	
  serious	
  challenge	
  with	
  environment	
  or	
  neighbors.	
  The	
  few	
  existing	
  objections	
  are	
  contradicted	
  by	
  even	
  SANParks	
  
being	
  in	
  favor	
  of	
  development	
  as	
  the	
  present	
  growth	
  of	
  alien	
  vegetation	
  on	
  this	
  piece	
  of	
  land	
  poses	
  a	
  serious	
  
challenge	
  to	
  them	
  (as	
  senior	
  management	
  told	
  us	
  on	
  7	
  January	
  2016).	
  	
  
	
  
But	
  what	
  many	
  of	
  us	
  did	
  not	
  realize	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  when	
  we	
  appealed	
  to	
  the	
  Masi	
  leadership	
  or	
  the	
  Ward	
  Councilor	
  and	
  
other	
  officials	
  to	
  ensure	
  a	
  certain	
  control	
  of	
  developments	
  on	
  all	
  levels	
  from	
  the	
  Amakhaya	
  ngoku	
  public	
  private	
  
housing	
  project	
  over	
  occupation	
  of	
  TRA’s	
  up	
  to	
  any	
  kind	
  of	
  “influx	
  control”	
  is	
  this:	
  
	
  
2.	
  Masi	
  needs	
  its	
  own	
  modest	
  but	
  functioning	
  professional	
  council	
  authority	
  –	
  elected,	
  paid	
  for	
  and	
  
accountable.	
  
	
  	
  
It	
  is	
  impossible	
  to	
  burden	
  our	
  Ward	
  Councilor	
  and	
  her	
  administration	
  in	
  Fish	
  Hoek	
  with	
  more	
  tasks	
  relating	
  to	
  Masi.	
  
Equally,	
  no	
  one	
  can	
  expect	
  Masi	
  residents	
  who	
  are	
  willing	
  to	
  take	
  community	
  responsibility	
  and	
  act	
  as	
  leaders	
  or	
  
NGO	
  volunteers	
  to	
  “govern”	
  a	
  community	
  of	
  40.000	
  residents.	
  The	
  salary	
  costs	
  for	
  such	
  a	
  position	
  of	
  two	
  or	
  three	
  
professionals	
  would	
  be	
  much	
  less	
  than	
  what	
  is	
  paid	
  now	
  for	
  consequences	
  of	
  miscommunication	
  and	
  lack	
  of	
  
administration.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Until	
  such	
  an	
  authority	
  is	
  established	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  aware	
  that	
  appealing	
  to	
  goodwill	
  is	
  just	
  not	
  realistic.	
  If	
  after	
  a	
  
fire,	
  families	
  are	
  left	
  to	
  compete	
  for	
  these	
  little	
  spaces	
  of	
  3x3	
  m	
  per	
  household,	
  always	
  the	
  strongest	
  and	
  most	
  
competitive	
  will	
  win.	
  Nothing	
  else	
  would	
  happen	
  in	
  any	
  other	
  community	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  where	
  resources	
  are	
  so	
  scarce	
  
and	
  limited.	
  
	
  
But	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  the	
  call	
  for	
  “influx	
  control”	
  for	
  Masi	
  is	
  concerned	
  there	
  is	
  one	
  good	
  news	
  –	
  as	
  there	
  is	
  only	
  one	
  way	
  to	
  do	
  
this	
  globally	
  and	
  in	
  South	
  Africa	
  –	
  and	
  yes,	
  also	
  in	
  Masiphumelele:	
  
	
  
3.	
  Masi	
  must	
  allow	
  space	
  for	
  an	
  emerging	
  middle	
  class	
  not	
  only	
  to	
  stabilize	
  the	
  community,	
  but	
  also	
  to	
  
promote	
  development	
  initiatives	
  around	
  small	
  businesses	
  and	
  new	
  housing	
  models	
  created	
  from	
  inside	
  –	
  at	
  
present	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  “achievers”	
  (actually	
  all	
  those	
  with	
  permanent	
  jobs)	
  move	
  away	
  from	
  Masi	
  once	
  they	
  can	
  
afford	
  it.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  all	
  areas	
  where	
  Masi	
  is	
  best	
  developed	
  the	
  smallest	
  numbers	
  of	
  new	
  residents	
  are	
  settling.	
  Most	
  newcomers	
  
squeeze	
  in	
  at	
  informal	
  settlements.	
  Where	
  ever	
  ownership	
  is	
  possible,	
  residents	
  learn	
  to	
  take	
  responsibility.	
  With	
  a	
  
new	
  middle	
  class	
  also	
  a	
  new	
  responsibility	
  for	
  the	
  wellbeing	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  will	
  emerge.	
  The	
  City	
  owned	
  Solole	
  
farm	
  (5,4	
  ha	
  bought	
  in	
  2014),	
  just	
  opposite	
  Masi,	
  would	
  allow	
  such	
  a	
  new	
  diverse	
  role	
  model	
  village	
  for	
  middle	
  class	
  
and	
  poor	
  families	
  alike.	
  
	
  
As	
  long	
  as	
  Masi	
  is	
  treated	
  as	
  a	
  refugee	
  camp,	
  it	
  will	
  have	
  exactly	
  the	
  problems	
  all	
  such	
  camps	
  have	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  world:	
  
Huge	
  influx	
  of	
  more	
  desperate	
  people,	
  regular	
  riots	
  and	
  violence,	
  gangsterism	
  and	
  domestic	
  violence	
  -­‐	
  and	
  a	
  growing	
  
number	
  of	
  humanitarian	
  NGO’s	
  which	
  work	
  like	
  Don	
  Quichotte	
  against	
  the	
  windmills:	
  Alone,	
  never	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  change	
  
the	
  cause	
  of	
  all	
  problems	
  -­‐	
  perpetuated	
  extreme	
  poverty.	
  	
  
	
  
With	
  a	
  strong	
  shared	
  vision	
  for	
  the	
  coming	
  ten	
  years,	
  we	
  can	
  change	
  Masi	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  thriving	
  prosperous	
  town.	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  



*	
  Dr	
  van	
  Dijk	
  is	
  since	
  2002	
  founding	
  co-­‐director	
  of	
  the	
  HOKISA	
  Children’s	
  Home	
  in	
  Masiphumelele.	
  This	
  text	
  is	
  an	
  
edited	
  version	
  of	
  a	
  presentation	
  at	
  the	
  quarterly	
  meeting	
  of	
  the	
  FSPCF	
  (Far	
  South	
  Peninsula	
  Community	
  Forum)	
  in	
  
Fish	
  Hoek	
  on	
  16	
  February	
  2016.	
  
 
 
Since 2013 a plan for the Southern Peninsula has been in the making. Masi, in particular Lucia Mayo has asked 
the Sub-Council what the plan entails and how it might affect Masi residents. 
 
Now a small and somewhat inane sentence in an article lifts the lid: "In terms of housing, the CSIR recommends 
that more attention is given to upgrades in informal settlements and the provision of social services". Masi 
residents, hold your breath! People who feel under threat should not be communicated with like this.  
 

 
 
Below article speculates what Cllr Purchase thinks caused the fires. The cause of the fires might be far closer to 
home: People have access to electricity, but distribution of power-points is dealt with by the shack occupants 
themselves. They 'wire' every need they have, without training or experience. Speculations about 'retribution' 
serves other interests than those of the people whose houses burnt down. And it causes fear Counsellors should 
not be the source of. 
 



 



 
A reply to Cllr Purchase' has been sent for inclusion in the next People's Post but was not printed. 
 
Horst. 
 



 



 
Yours, 
 
Horst 
 
Horst Kleinschmidt 
kleinschmidt.horst@gmail.com 
10 Jacobs Ladder, St. James, 7945, 
Cape Town. 
Phone: +27 21 788 2174 
Cell/Mobile: +27 71 361 2790 
Website: www.horstkleinschmidt.co.za 
Skype: horst.kleinschmidt 
	
  


