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his 4x5m shack alongside those of

others in the path of the new
service road — the only dry place
available. He had slept at his
employers or on the floor at friends
for the last two weeks. -

The police then arrived along
with council officials and gave all
of these shack builders 48 hours
notice to remove their shacks or
they would be bulldozed. The
shacks were knocked down three
days before Christmas and this
young father’s building materials

were destroyed or stolen while he

was at work earning a living.

I spoke to another illegal shack
neighbour who had also lost his
shack and all his belongings, who
works full-time for Pick n Pay.

When I met him, he told me he
had not showered and had slept
rough for three nights and his job
at Pick n Pay was at risk.

This cannot be allowed to hap-
pen again. What is the solution?

Masi residents represent 40 per-
cent of the local southern Cape
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Peninsula population and happen
to occupy only 2percent of the
local land. | e iy
- They provide a really valuable

and crucial service for our commu-
nities and local businesses, and
yet we treat them with very little
regard for their human dignity and
self-respect and afford them virtu-
ally no rights. |

All people made homeless by
fires must be provided with shelter
and proper protection for their
belongings until their homes can
be erected and made secure.

The most vulnerable in the com-

" munity must be supported with

additional help and assistance.

The local municipality must
take responsibility for a long-term
and sustainable housing plan for
this valuable workforce and ensure
the risk of fires is drastically
reduced.

This plan, approved and supple-
mented by input from the affected
community, must then be executed
by the council officials with the

support of the local leaders.

Ac

cess roads and paths through-

out Masi must have fire hydrants

and flood defences.

All services, including sanita-

R

tion, electricity and running water,
must be provided.

Finally, a Masi local authority
council must be set up, with elected
and paid officials, and a full gover-
nance structure to develop systems
and procedures to elevate Masi
from one of the worst townships in
Cape Town to one of the best.

Support for such a plan must be
canvassed in Masi and surround-
ing communities, where a consid-
erable number of residents have
already shown significant sympa-
thy and solidarity. |

" It is worth remembering that if
we are not prepared to do this, and
soon, there could be dire conse-
quences none of us would want, as
we experienced in the recent Masi
riots that affected us all.

® Turok is a businessman and
has set up a number of charities’
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ELEVATING MASIPHUMELELE IN CITY’S BEST INTERES

How to treat
valuable

workers
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THE recent disaster in Masi-
phumelele is a symptom of a much
wider problem: how we treat our
valuable local workforce who live
in townships. LAty

We are told the fire at “Masi”

destroyed 1000 homes and some

4 000 people were made homeless.

All these residents lost every-
thing from clothes to beds, from
TVs to fridges and all their worldly
possessions. .

- Many were lucky to get away
with their lives. You would have
thought the situation couldn’t get
any worse, but you would be wrong.

Who was affected by the fire?
All the homes destroyed by the
fire were classed as illegal shacks
and bordered on the wetlands of
Masi, with few and unreliable serv-
ices. The residents are commonly
referred to as “illegal squatters” by
~ the council and other authorities
even though most of them have
been here for many years, working

- for local businesses and families,

and are valuable partners in our

lives in the South Peninsula.

What did the local council and
the Cape Town City Council do? -

The council claims to have pro-
vided all the building materials
required to rebuild new houses for
all those affected, and claimed to
make available the appropriate
land for them to do so in the

areas called D and E. P

But what are the facts?
® Council gave out the most

basic materials: wood poles, thin
tin corrugated sheets and one door
to build a shack of 5m by 4m. No
windows and no flooring to cover
the beach sand floor, which was
hard to build on. Neither were any
tools provided.

@ Allocation of sites and control

of building the shacks were given
to the community leaders, who
were expected to develop a plan and
_a strategy to allocate sites fairly to
all. As you would expect this plan
has been an unmitigated disaster.

@ Preference was given to shack

owners who had a registered
number - they got their materials
first. No one I spoke to could
explain to me what a number is and
how one goes about getting one .

@ The biggest problem was that

these “numbered” people that were

allocated sites and building materi-

als first took a bigger floor plan
area than they were entitled to.

® Once the “numbered” shack
owners had largely completed their
oversized shacks, the “no number”
shack owners were given building
materials to also build new shacks
in Zone D and E, but guess what?
These areas were now full due to
the oversized shacks, leaving the
“no number” people with building
materials but no sites to build on.

® The “no number” people, who
were still homeless after two
weeks, had no option other than to
build their shacks in other parts of
the wetlands. '

® Once their shacks were, in
many cases, complete, notice was
served on these hundreds of so-
called “illegal shacks” that they
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would be demolished - and so they
‘were with 100 police in attendance.

At least 12 truckloads of build-
ing materials, much of it rendered
unusable by the demolition, were
taken away, leaving thousands
homeless again.

® According to council officials,
a meeting of political and tribal
leaders was called to try to resolve
the crisis of bigger plots taken at
the expense of others and leaving
no room for the “no number” peo-
ple to build on.

The solution was to give notice
to all those that had built oversized
shacks to take them down within 48
hours or they too would be knocked
down. This proceeded to begin.

® So this outrageous situation
continues with little sign of a solu-
tion and with the most senior
council officials and ward council-
lors asking the local Masi commu-
nity to “Be patient!”.

@ After four weeks we are back
to the beginning, having raised
the hopes of thousands of Masi

residents, only to bulldoze them.
And having wasted hundreds of
thousands of rand on building
materials, and the time of council,
thousands are still homeless

The city council, its political
and employed officials are playing
havoc with people’s lives.

How did this affect the young
residents of Masi?

The shack of a 30-year-old
father, who is a local gardener and
has a wheel-chair-bound, severely
disabled son of four, was burnt to
the ground. He lost all his belong-
ings, including a fridge, cooker,
sofa and two chairs, a carpet,
double bed, a TV and his bicycle to
get to work with. This was the third
time this has happened to him.

He is a “no number” resident or
“illegal squatter” even though he
has lived in Masi for 13 years. He
missed many days of work so he
could be around to get building
materials and a site.

He got the building materials in
the end but no site. So he erected
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