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HEN I first came to

of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in Athlone.

As a staff member of the Anne
Frank Foundation in Amsterdam, 1
remember being as fascinated, as
many others were, by the ethic of
the TRC in confronting South
Africa’s recent and painful past,
‘That early experience prompted me
to return to conduct further
research - with UWC academic
Karin Chubb - about the commis-
i‘lolg's achievements, and also its

mits,

Four years Jater my partner and
1 mayed 1 Sy A perma-
nently to witness the transforma-

Masiphumelele. It was here, on
World Aids Day in 2002, that Arch-
bishop Tuty, keeping his word,

opened the first Hokisa Children’s

munity sstivis are th fast hing
a5 South Africans pre-
pare o el o it e
tions and celebrate 20 years of
democracy
An economist might arguably be
better placed to provide clues to
dealing with the biggest challenge of
all: how to create a

d wealth are

SUlTciontresourees o this countey

are shared for the benefit of all.
The trouble is, this vision of a

‘more equal and democratic econom-

ety seems often

either too abstract - like the subject

of an academic report - or too

remote, as in the excellont Na'.lalud

Development Blan for 200,

mentation af the first steps of wmm

government circles.
. Sharingsoma o my exeriences
‘volunteer
Wil hisorlans backgroundin the
fields of health and housing in one
poorest townships south of
Cape Town might, however, provide
toms. Hurprisingy  encouraging

ghts,

Thisis especially so in a climate
of growing social unrost, whother
genuine or politeally instgated.

ithout doub the most
horrifVing and desporats symbolof
such unrest so far. While the Farlam
Commission goes on and on, we al
know in our hearts that none of the
umderlying issues has been resolved.
No historian can predict the future.
But some obvious lessons from the

Bridging the gap betweenrich and poor

A genuine commitment to sharing resources is the only sustainable answer to

South Africa’s mounting social distress, writes Lutz van Dijk

u read eyewitness accounts
of menseof Nazism in Germany in
the early 19805, you will findstriking
similarities in vocal support, espe:

lally among young people, for the
w Fihrer.

’rhere are other striking histori-
cal similarities: extreme poverty

ernment that was regarded by many
as weak, if not corrupt.

How does this relate {o Masi-
phumelele? Fifteen years ago about
15000 people lived in the area that
today houses 40 000, The community
s overcrowded. There is not one
square metre of unoccupied land,
and about 10000 residents have
squeezed themselves into a pature
reserve wetlands which i flooded
very winter, Ths community tl
‘has only one access road, as was the
norm during. apartheld, Which
‘causes huge stress when emergency
vehicles try to got in and out during

sasters. More than half of those
living under these dire circum-
stances are children. Despite having
B 1 el gl ook aloce
2005, most of the votith are wne

B iovetwnh Gespecitely look i Tor

and blankets after disasters or to
‘bring toys and clothes to poor chil-
dren around Christmas. Don't get
me wrong: disaster relief is still
needed, sadly again and again,
whenever disasters occur: But what
is really needed - and what is possi-
ble - s land and decent housing in
scheme that lifts people out of
poverty forever If we provide disas-
ter velief, let us call it exa 1
but let us not feel better about it
unloss we work at the same time on
amutual, respectful plan founded on
sharing between those  with
resources and those without them -
not in abstract, not in a mm\

past can be - or
ignored at society’s peril. It is by no
accident that South Africa, despite
the early ANC slogan, “A better life
forall!” has become the world's most

This abstract term does not

express the real pain of those mil-
lions who are still hungry and
exploited - and nor does it express
the fear of the wealthy (and wealth
is not a matter of skin colour alone

sense or
‘practically, today, in our el
neighbourhood and geared fowards
e W et rsgnided e
o

Only frue sharing i caring, and
nothing less than genuine sharing
(without taking away from anybody)
is what is needed today. This is o
soft version of forced redistribu-
tion, but a wake-up call while wis-
dom and humanity can still prevail

on the security of their property
than on anything else. If even the
president needs 2 R200 million secu-
rity upgrade at his Nkandla estate
while the majority of the youth face

it'slikely historians

excessive
Security and growing violence have
not become overwl 5
Our modest township commu-
nity offers a positive example of
what is possible. In Masiphumelele,

232 two-room fi

at the time told the

in time to come will describe this
phase of South African history as
the most obscene since the advent of
democ

1t 15 obscene in he sense of the

which was once called ubuntu.

Too often, the inadequate
respanse o this obscenity Is charity
intended first and foremost to guar-
antee some peace of mind for o
who give: to hand out food parcels

ra
400 shacks in one night, some resi-
dents refused the government-issue
“starter kifs" - a few poles, a plastic
sheet and nails. They did not toyl-
toyi for better housing, but got
together to make plans for housing
400 families on a piece of land

soccer fields.
initiated by
tho local ANG branch, i was met in
the beginning with the deepest sus-
picion. Housing officials from the
provincial Department of Human

affected residents there was no way
to realise such plans as they would
haye to wait in line acwmlnzmma

waiting list. But the resi-
dents persisted. The first support
came from a retired architect from
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FOREIGN AID: Co-operation across the divisions of the past can work. Sharing means giving substantially, not
j on ntarnetonai 4 Howie
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‘ment without conflict. In our hous-

ourows wnmnx
" x-w!mment s doing
it, weunmo some would say, or
“to help family and friends
African tradition which Europeans
never understand”. Some intended
beneficiaries refused to move from
the consuumnn e
promised us houses, not flats” - and
some joined a rental boycott as the
ownership (due to

Many of them will be firsttime
voters.

Let us not say after the next elec
tion that we didn’t know, We know
history what happens when ﬂml\iox
ity chooses to turn a blind eye to
dangerous developments and divert
m awanuon to the “good things in

e b ari cynics
who have already prepared for the
vorstand, should Malema's EFF gt
rt, are reconciled
10 laving the counley and going fo
herever ey ca gk el assts
t, after living for more than a
R resourcetl
country, I am convinced
Sty o Seh Afeass it
the country to flourish - and
nobody to live in horrible poverty -
yet only lack the vision, of trust, to
contribute to meaningful change
beyond simply voting in elections.
Again, Masiphumelele provides
mslghls Atterheving srvivad
many c e offer-
ing crucial ot ihe Ak
Neoku Housing Project is nearing
& et shs it e hulldma of
the last 120 flats for the remaining
fire victims still living on an open
field. As in the first phase of con-
struction, 95 percent of the private
is coming from overseas.
Rightly, most of these overseas
donors wonder why South Africans
with resources do not contribute
sibatantaly bt they bave done g0

subsidy conditions) could m\ly be
achieved after four years of paying
& modest rent of R400 a ot 1

‘and ean earn more by rent-
ing it out to foreigners who pay.
Rl m) for the same flat").

Agam, almost R4m has been com-
mitted from the UK and Germany,
an condition that the same amount

be raised within South Africa.
Impossible? Let's see.
One . particular  initiative

on the kxndat populism we will see  from small communities around
‘more of in the weeks ahead of the Masiphumelele have fo
il calle

Dlece of reality (which is true) and
simpltlymgitunmnﬂom.lmunds
to make yourself popular at the
expense of the wmp\ew (and some-
times complex) truf
Malema's EFF u getting much
support, es mong young
people, because it appeals to their
desire for visible change.
At the very Jeast, it brings an
emotional upbeat in an ocean of
1 meet

many good ini-
tiatives

province and
city was aver (once the DA ruled on
both levels) that the

- with a community
Flatsfor 120 familis are il to
Bl

‘housing mbsmy was made available
and - together with a 50-percent
stake of R20 million from private

‘white” suburb of

Fish Hoek.
‘He conceived the idea for blocks
t:

~ const
tion began.
l.mr, a local ANC leader also

of fl
350 out of the 400 families. Since 2006
a few provincial housing ministers
‘have come and gone, but it was only

of the project, called Amakbm
Ngoku (“homes now
two-room flats with sular heaml

im

‘hall

be
o

¢ ooperaﬂrm across the divisions
of the past can work. shm ing means

giving not crumbs

prom
more and more young people who
“like” Juju, because he was also
poor: A rural boy raised by his

gogo - and look at him now.
Of course, Malema is not “left” or

from the table, ana enalsles real
change that arrests the perpetuation
of inequality.

Hope needs visible change, but

‘hope is fading, populism is
rifis OF course, there is no develop-

but a sexist and authoritarian “com-

‘mander in chief” who clearly does

mt think much of democracy and
“ready

Zuma when they were still friends.

hood) and have met with Masi
activists.

They have learned  why
neighbours are fiercely against any
secon sose tvad st iy ll o
clal “land audits” claim that
Jand s it "privalely i
if awned by the city, “is not feasible
o imaatag 1 ety Wil
e made feasible unless enough peo-
ple spoak out for it

But those who started ubuMel-
wane are more and more aware of
the challenges and will not turn a
blind eye soon again. Let's notforget
that “Ngoku” in the housing pro-
ject’s name means: Now!

® Dr Van Dijk, author of AHistory

of Africa, is 1 m:'uum Hokisa

(Homes for Kids in South Africa,

wiwwhokisa.coza) and & volunteer

_ﬂmdmt.vrﬁ)r he Amakhaya Ngokts

using project (wwwamaklmvan
gn/m c0.2a) in Masiphumelele,



