 SOCIAL DEMOCRATS

)

o Eprne

INSIDE MAIL

ANTHONY HOLIDAY

PETER RANDALL is a
bespectacled ex-schoolteach-
er. A mild-mannered former
Methodist, he lives in a
middle-class  Johannesburg
suburb with his wife and
three children — two of
whom attend a small private
schiool.

Short and slightly built,
his hair iz unfashionably
fhort, his soft speech has
none of the orator’s stentori-
n pitch. He 18 nobody's
ymage of a gutlevel rabhle
Touser — vet this “reluctant
politician” is a General Elec-
tion candidate, committed to
selling to voters in the Uni-
ted Party stronghold of Von
Brandis doctrines of social-
ism and nonracialism which
have their echo in the Free-
dom Charter, espoused by
the long-banned African
National Congress and the
Congress of Democrats.

Candidate

At fifst the “aw’ noc Coth-
mittee of Social Democrats”
had hoped to put up the
banned ex-priest,
Desmond as its' candidate.
\When the Minister of Jus-
tice, Mr Pelser, vetoed this
project, Peter Bandal] agreed
t0 be nominated himself.

The Social Democrats
stznd for socialist land-shar-
1ng, nationalisation of other
natural resources, worker
participation in the decisions
taken by big companies, non-
racial power sharing and —
perhaps most important —
the belief that Whites must
give up their monopoly of
economic as well as politica]
power.

These are not precepts cal-
culated to attract a landslide
vote from White hustings,
nor does Peter Randall ex-
peet such a miracie. At the
very most he hopes to keep
his deposit.

Yet as far as Randall him.
relf is concerned, his involve-
ment In the eleetion is far
#rom quixotic. It is a ger-
'nus venture designed to
test the electorate's response
14 sociallsm as an alternative
#nd a possible starting point
for a new political party.

Burned

What were the turning
peints which led Peter Ran-
dal] to this juncture in his
career: On his father's side
of the family, he is descend-
ed from a Kentish sergeant,
who came to South Africa
with the 1820 settlers. His
mother boasts Voortrekker
blood and recalls the Boer
War days when the “Tom-
mies” burned down the fam-
ily homestead.

The son of a ournalist,
Peter was born in Durban in
1934 and educated at a Meth.
odist boarding school, the
clean scrubbed rigidity of
which produced in him a

Cosmas -

reaction against “education
for conformism.” . .

He gained a B.A. in His-
tory and English from the
University of South Africa,
taught school for four years
in Natal, spent a two-year
period teaching in Britain
and then returned to South
Africa for a two-year period
teaching in Britain and then
returned to South Africa for
a two-year lecturing spel] at
the Natal Teachers’ Training
College. X

At the end of this period,
as Randall himself admitted
in our interview, a kind of
crisis occurred in his person-
al development. “T wanted to
work in a broader arenma. T
was concerned about working
for racial justice.”

Leaving the world of edu-
cation was something of a
crisis he admits. He was
young and holding down a
reasonably senior job for his
age. But he took the plunge
and became assistant director
of the South African Insti-
tute of Race Relations, a'post
he held from 1964 to 1969.

Then came another shift in
perspectives: “I had begun to
believe that it was more
effective to work for change
through short-term pro-
grammes. Also, T had begun
to see through White liberal
attitudes.”

Institute

He was offered the job of
director of the Study Project
on Christianity in Apartheid
Society, a post which he held
until the final SPROCAS re-
port was published last year.

During his SPROCAS per-
iod, however, he continued to
keep a close watch on the
affairs of the institute, parti-
cularly with regard to the
debate on whether it should
co-operate with the Schle-
busch Commission.

Signiffcantly, two of the
workers for the Social Dem-
ocrat campaign, Mr, Horst
Kleinschmidt, his election
agent, and Mr. Jonathan Pa-
ton, a lecturer st the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand,
were among those who fa-
voured a “nom-co-operation’
stance by the institute vis-a-
vis the Schlebusch issue.

Randall himself has ref-
used to give evidence to the
10-man commission and has
been brought to court as a
result,

The hearing has been post-
poned 10 times and he js due
to appear again on June 20.

He speaks warmly of the
supportive role played by his
wife, Isabel, during this pil-
grimage towards the world of
active politics. “She always
backed me up and was al-
Wways prepared to take risks.”

He says a domestic tragedy
— the sudden death in his
cot of a three-month-old son
— Wwas probably another
turning point in his growth
towards socialism.

Randall

Political Reporfer

THE  SOCIAL  Democrat
candidate in the Von Bran-
dis constituency. .Johannes-
burg. Mr Peter Randall,
vesterday hit out at the con-
ditions under which White
tenement dwellers live in
the constituency

! He said he had heen hor-
I'rified by the conditions
| affecting ‘old people in the
area. The Social Demoacrats
' would launch a poster cam-
attention to

paign to draw
the issue.
reads: "The Eskimos used
[ to freeze their old people
+{ to death. We bury ours alive
Iz

“It helped to make me see

at

L0,

hits

Randa": WantS ‘White slums /.«
to test voters

on sharing

in places like Von Brandis.”

Mr Randall said working
class  Whites. pensioners
and widows in_ the constitu-
ency were victims of econo-
mic exploitation.

“We have found in sup-
urbs  like Braamfontein,
Doornfontein and Mayfair,
peaple housed in unkempt
tenements with communal
(oilet and washing facili-
es.”

It was  significant  that
such conditions could exist
in  Africa’s richest oty
where White privilege was
firmly entrenched.

IRaport by Anthony Holday, 171
Main  Street, Johannesbura.)

that living was about funda-
mental things like life and
death, joy and sorrow and
not about affluence or work- :
ing towards a position of
privilege and prestige.” |
This kind of statement and
the shocked intensity with
which he speaks about the
hardships suffered by old
people living in “human bat-
teries” in Von Brandis show
that his socialism, like his
Christianity, is much more an
experiential than an intellec-
tual affair.

Love

He has been influenced hy
the writings of the Protestant
theologian, Dietrich Bonhof-
fer and by the Left-wing
South American Roman
Catholic Bishop, Helder Ca-
mwara. But he has never read
Marx or Lenin.

He regards himself as a
“non-denominational  Chris-
tian.” He sees the command-
ments to love God and one’s
neighbour as calls to action,
rather than as subjects for
meditation.

In 1972, the Department of
the Interior confiscated his
passport, thus preventing
him from taking up a study
grant which would have
taken him to Britain and
America.

He has applied tp have it
returned three times, pred-
ictably without success. This
event too, he says, pushed
him further into the political
arena. He has never before
been a member of a political
party. The closest he ever
came to joining one was in
the late 50s when he did
some work for the now de- |
funct Liberal Party. |

For a person of such mini-
mal experience in election-
eering_ and party - politics,
Von Brandis is a pretty
tough nut for the Sacial De-
mocrats to try their milk
teeth on. To retain his R600
deposit, Peter Randall needs
to get ome fifth of the votes
cast for the United Party’s
Mr Derick de Villiers, who
W”l undoubtedly keep the
seat.

Mr De Villiers’ 1970 ma-
Jority was 2632 votes when
he fought a Nationalist. The
constituency now has 14 416
voters, but if Von Brandis
runs true to form, many of
these will not come to the
polls. To be on the safe side
the Social Democrats must
aim at getting between 2 000
and 2 500 votes,

For a candidate without a

party machine which would
enable him to do even a
superficial canvass this is a
pretty tall order.

But the  Social Demograt

effort does have political in-
terest. Peter }ungg_u'g show-
Ing on April 24 will test
whether White voters are
still susceptible to ideas

to officially sanctioned White
politics for the past 14 years.

(Report by Anthony Holiday, 171
Main Street, Johannesburg.)

HEALTH

MR PETER RAND

Social Democrat Com‘%‘{;;
tee candidate for Von
Brandis, has attacked
health services in South
Africa and proposed a
com prehensive national
health  scheme  along

Peter Randal] .

| socialist lines.

A%

. . serious venture.

In a second special bul-
letin, Mr Randall said
that tocessth ﬂto health care
was the right of every
individual, and to deprive
anyone of this was an
“absolute injustice.”

“A person is deprived
when he cannot reach
health services, cannot
afford them, is ignorant
of them, or when they ira

available but inappr
riate to his needs.” g
As the majority of

South Africans could not

afford to pay for their

health care, a nstional

heaith service had to pro-

vide a basic service to

%ewono without distino.
n.

Mr Randall said Blacks
in this country syffered

&

most from “the South Af-
rican way of life.” d

“They are discriminated
against in almost every
sphere of health care.

“Old age hospitals and
homes should be built
and run by the State for
every senior citizen, and
every disabled and infirm
person should be cared

f ornby the su}a."] :
153 L 4
lu‘nemohxnetburr':% 9 18T 9.‘“"-




'Anglo lgﬁél"dsné%fbamphiléteers '

Staff Reporter
SECURITY guards  were
posted at the Anglo Ameri-
can Corporation head offices
in Main Street, Johannes-
burg, to stop campaigners
on behalf of Mr Peter Ran-
dall. Social Democratic can-

didate for Von Brandis,
handing out leaflets yester-
day.

They were protesting over
the Schlesinger takeover.

Mr Randall objected to
the take-over because mono-
polies Hforced out smaller
competitors, and then raised
prices.

1ohlioh

he p
the growth of monopoly
capitalism.

LM, 26 S

“Iw d to the
fact that there is a prob-
lem,” he said. -

s

Meet the candidates

Market St.

A safe UP seat

Staff Reporter
THE chief aim of the So-
cial Democrat candidate
in the Von Brandis con-
stituency is to retain his
deposit.
The campaign should not

askedt(‘?ké U3 7,;
Share wealth

THE Sociai: Democrat Com-
mittee candidate for Von
Brandis, Mr Peter Randall,
announced last night that
his basic principles were
that people should be able
1o share in the political life
and have a fair share of
the wealth of the coun-
try

| by L Pringle, 47 Sauer
Strect. Johannésburg.)

be seen as an attempt to take
the seat from the United
Party, but as a sounding-
board for the introduction of
new ideas into South African
politics.

The Social Democrat candi-
date, Mr Peter Randall, sees
a threat to the society posed
by a ruthless profit motive
which causes prices of food
to rise sharply while com-
pany profits increase unabat-
ed.”

He proposes a planned
economy in which the people
have a role in economic
decision making, rather than
just a few rich and powerful
men.

Fighting on a shoestring
budget, and apparently not
doing the canvassing which
is the backbone of any elec-
tion campaign, the Social
Democrats do not pose a
serious threat to the UP.

Delimitation added 2704
votes from Johannesburg
West and 2786 from Jeppe.
Small numbers of voters
were taken from Von Bran-
dis and added to Iillbrow,
Langlaagte and Rosettenville,
leaving the UP position con-
siderably strengthened.

Von Brandis now has
14416 voters, representing a

cial Democrats, it is impos:
sible to say. .

The United Party candi
date Mr Derick de Villiers,
55, joined the army ' after
completing his legal studies
at the University of Cape
Town. After the war he en-
tered the foreign service.
becoming first secretary at
South Africa House in Lon-
don.

He was a member of the
South African delegation to
the United Nations in 1960
before leaving the foreign
service to go into the uran-
ium industry.

MAJORITY

In 1970 he was elected MP
for Von Brandis by a majori-
ty of 2632 votes against a
Nationalist named Mr J. J.
de Villiers.

Mr Randall. 38, has a sen-
ior teachers’ diploma from
the Natal Teachers’ College
as well as a BA from the
University of South Africa.

He was a school teacher
and a lecturer at the Natal
Teachers’ College before
founding the Study Project
on Christianity in Apartheid
Society — Spro-cas.

He is now an organiser of
the Programme for Social
Change, which grew out of
Spro-cas. He is also editor of

Backing
for
Cosmas
election
move

Staff Reporter

CHIEF Gatsha Buthelezi
yesterday supported the ad
hoc Social-Democrat Com-
mittee which has proposed
house-arrested Mr Cosmas
Desmond as a candidate in
the General Election.

Speaking from his home
at Ngilazi, the Zulu leader
said: “It will be exciting if
he stands.

“A lot of young people
need a political home and 1
support his being named to
stand.”

Because he had a convic-
tion under the Suppression
of Communism Act for
attending a gathering, Mr
Desmond would have to
write to the Minister of
Justice to apply for permis-
sion to stand if he decided
to accept the nomination,
said the convener of the So-
cial-Democrat Committee,
Mr Horst Kleinschmidt. yes-
terday.

Because of the Act. the
group had not been able to
consult Mr Desmond about
standing.

Mr Kleinschmidt said Mr
Peter Randall, an organiser
for the Programme for Social
Change, and a member of the
Social-Democrat Committee,
was considering making elec-
tion speeches and holding
meetings to try to get Mr
Desmond to Parliament.

MEETINGS

This was because Mr Des
mond could not be quoted,
hold or attend meetings, be
anywhere where Government
policy was discussed, attack-
ed, propagated or defended,
or join any organisation
where this was done, or pub-
lish election material in
terms of his restriction
orders. )

Yesterday Mrs Helen Suz- .
man, Progressive Parly MP,
said: “It is a symbolic ges
ture and it is doubtful wheth-
er it-will prove very signi-
ficant.”

In  Durban, Archbishop
Denis Hurley, who knew
Father Desmond as a priest,
said: “At first I did not
know whether to take it as
a joke or seriously.

“To talk about all people
participating in a democ.’
racy is fine, but it wyl] take ;
ages of social education to
bring about.”

MalnSireet” somannessora g 17!
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Randall
warns |
of war

Staff Reporter

‘HERE was no doubt that
}hoESouth African Govern-
ment was preparing for war,
if not in the immediate fu-
ture, then in the not too
distant future, Mr Peter Ran-
dall, the Social Democratic
Committee candidate in Von
Brandis told 120 people in
Doornfontein last night.
Speaking at his first public
meeting in the constituency,
which is being used as a
testing ground to sce wheth-
er the Social Democratic
Commiittee should form itself
into a political party, Mr
Randall warned that this was
the reason for the early
clection. -
Quoting the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Vorster, as saying
that the next five years
would see ‘‘our enemies
doing their utmost to hrm&
the Republic to her knees,
Mr Randall said that the
election was intended to
clear the decks for the
National Party to continue
its preparations for war.
DEFENCE

Mr Randall said that the
money allocated to defence
of 1973/74 was nearly R500-
million, which was R110-mil-
lion more than in the pre-
vious year.

Mr Randa)l warned that
South Africans were trving
to defend an indefensible
social system, based on the
power aud privilege of a few
and the poverty of the many.

Mr Randall proposed that
company tax should be great-
ly increased, a national
health scheme should be in-
stituted, as well as a national
housing scheme in terms of
which “private exploitation.
would be phased out.”

eport by Johr Matisonn. 171

(R
Main Strcet, Johannesburg.)

‘falling

White “7”
9%.)¢
system

Candidates
voling quandary

my vote will go to the
enlightened candidate, Mr
Dick Enthoven 'L Hooft,
even though he belongs Lo
the wrong party and his
philosophy and
my own differ consider-

Political Reporter
SEVERAL election
candidates on the Reef
have decided to vote
for parties other than
their own on April 24
—Dbecause  they are
registered in constitu-
encies where their
party has no candidate.
A blow for those who have

load of 11 per cent. How the Ravan Press.

n Matisonn, 171

delimitation affects the S0- wmiatSitcer™ Jokannesvores

heen claimimg a secret
“nact! between 1he
Umted Party and the
Progressives 1s the news
that the Progressive pro-
vincial candidate in Park-
town. Mrs Thelma Tlen-
derson. has decided to
vote for Mr Peter Ran-
dall of the Social Demo-
cratic Committee against
the UP in Von Brandis,
where she is registered.

are

By coincidence. Mr Randall
is registered in Parktown,
and has decided to vote
Progressive for Mrs Tien-
derson and her parliamen-
tary running mate, Mr
Rene de Villiers,

Mr de Villiers himself
faces the prospect of vot-
ing for the candidate of
another party in Randburg.
He said today: “I believe
there is an obligation on

political

course,

registered in Randburg,

Tve STAT '1]4/1:79

ably

YAt the same time, of
1 will have the
satisfaction
against the National ‘Par!y,
which I regard as impor-
_ every citizen to use his a0t .

vote, s Mr Gordon Waddell, the
1ot asteut Al am Progressive candidate in
—= . Johannesburg North, lives

ency where he has a
choice of UP. Nationalist
and Democratic Party can-
didates.

He said: “Obviously T will
exercise my vote, but it is
private and I do net in-
tend to disclose how I
will vote.”

ASSURED

The Progressive candi-
date in Hillbrow, Mr Ray
Barrell, is registered in
the Maraisburg constituen-
cy and said today he would
probably vote for Mr D
Christie of the UP against
a Nationalist opponent.

Mr Randall said he had
at first been inclined to
spoil his vote, but he had
approached Mr de Villiers,
who had given assurances
of his support for those
who refused to give evi-
dence to the Schlebusch
Cowmission, and on the
question of communism

+ and censorship.

Because of these assu-
rances, he had, decided to
vate for Mr de Villiers-and
Mrs Henderson.

(Report by 1 Al Potten.
Eauer  Street, .|nhmns;\?r::l @

‘ in the Sandton constitu-

1mn

of voting

apart’
Palitical Reporter

THE Wiute pohilira) it
m South Africa 2
nmz to dieintegrate
ter Randall. the Secial -
nerat eandidate i the Yon
Brandis  constituency, ea1d
vesterday.

Speakmnz at 3 lunch-hour
meeting of about 30 people
Mr Randall said the Umted
Party did not have 3 clear-
cut alternative (o offer the
voters and the Progressive
Party Jargely represented the
nterests of privileged urban-
1sed Whites.

DEBATE

There was a vacuum iy the
spectruim of - White polities
which needed to be filled by
a party which talked about
the cconomic systom.

There needed ta he a voiee
somewhere n the pohitieal
debate vluch told South Af-
ricans 1o reject attempts by
“ruthless and  unscrupulous
men” ta zam 3 manopoly of
all  economic and pohtical
piver

He said the Social Dem.
nerat  programme  was  not
~omethinz new in ths roun.
fex's pahitical histery . snaial
iz pohtical 1desz had feen
expressed by Black political
movemant zinee the 1920

(Repart ko Aathany Haiigzs (74
Main Sivast  Jakanmachirg)




Call for
new
thinking
in SA

Political Reporter
SOUTH AFRICA needs a

new direction to get it be- 10.% *o F
yond arguments about race - A v .
to the basic issues at stake, The Government was

preparing for war, if
not in the immediate

claims the first of a series of
bulletins put out by the

Social Democratic Commit- future then in the |
tee, whose candidate, Mr “not so distant fu-
Peter Randall, is challenging ture,” sald Mr Peter

the United Party in the Von
Brandis constituency.

1 The bulletin styles the MP i
Mr Horst Kleinschmidt, an election agent for the Social Democratic car.didate for V"-ﬁ-””‘"d's’ Mr 25;?} last night. Ho cited as
7 Von Brandis, Mr Peter Randall, holds up an example of the posters that were De Villiers, as a justification for tnis

] haired Young Turk”, unable belief statements by
torn down in Johannesburg at the weekend. to challenge the stranglehold Government members

o exercised by his moribund such as: “We wil,\,
l t OSterS pa?:y'asks whether Mr De fight in mﬁ sFrﬁe‘:
ec lon p Villiers has ever raised his ;:‘d ;\];0(;\“0'}3 03; i
voice against UP participa- e oo
" tion on the Schlebusch Com. people.” g /ﬁe
mission, which, the bulletin P A
are rippe own claims,” has harmed_ South

Africa both internally and

Randall, Social Demor-
rat  Committee candi-
date in Von Brandis

Staff Reporter
POSTERS  supporting . the
Social Democrat candidate
in Von Brandis, Mr Peter
Randall, were torn down in
Jan Smuts Avenue and other
areas of Johannesburg at
the weekend.

Social ~ Democrat  cam-
paigners spent the past few
nights replacing a number
of posters, which protest at
the slum conditions in which
elderly Whites live in the
Von Brandis constituency.

They also planned to keep
watch to see if vandals turn-
ed up again to remove the

reads: “The Eskimos used externally.

to freeze their old people to
death. We bury ours alive in
places like Von Brandis.”

The picture shows an old
White woman who lives in
a run-down tenement in the
constituency.

Mr Horst Kleinschmidt,
election agent for Mr Peter
Randall, said he had no idea
who had removed the post-
ers. “All we found left were
pieces of string,” he added.

He described the posters
as “a protest against_the ex-
ploitation under which the
aged lived”.

posters.

by Jennifer Hyman, 171

rt
The slogan on the posters s ety Jopolter,  thm

Pulitical Reporter

ME PETER RANDALL, the
Social Democratic candidate
who s standing in the Von
Brandis constituency., yvester-
iy called for the natipnalis-
ation of Land and other pe-
surees in South Afries.

M Randall told about 200
students at the L'ni\(’rsxl,\ of
the Witwatersrand that when
the Social Democratie Com-
mittee evolved into g fully-
fedused  political party. one
ol s first aims would he to
acliieve the nationalisation of
the  country's naturval  pe-
sources, like land, and fizht
lor wreater participation by
ordin Peuple m tue affairs
of  big companies.

“Ithink  there s some
truth in the gibe that one
day we are al] going to be
employed either by the An-
2lo American Corporation oy

Give all a say”
urges Randall

by the State,” he (old a
uuestioner,

He said the real political
debate in South Africa was
not tzking place in Parlja.
ment. but in the growing
vonfrontation  hetween the
structures of White power
and emergent  groups  in
Black society like the home-
land leaders and the Black
labour movement,

All the major White politi-
cal parlics tended to place
the relation between econom-
e and political power on the
periphery of their thinking
vather than at the ventre,
where it belonged. My Ran.
dall told his audience.

“The choice in Von Bran.
dis is between clinging to the
old, outworn policies of the
United Party, and striking
out in a bold new direction,” £
e said, E

(Report by Anthony Honday 171
Main Street  Johannashicg )

lf_ﬁ_ RANN
p

The Social Democratic candidate in V.
ing students at the University o

The bulletin says the So.
cial Democrats will use the
election campaign to high-
light some of the ills in
South African society and to
make serious proposals for a
new direction.

It says two basic principles
underlie the Social Democrat
proposals: That all people
should be able to share effec.
tively in the country’s politi-
cal life, and that everybody
should have a fair share in
the country’s wealth.

{Report by Anthony HMoliday, 17
Main “Street.” johannesburgy Y 17!

P4
Brandis, Mr Peter Randall, address-
t the Witwatersrand yesterday.
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