Horst Kleinschmidt, 28 May 2025 address with BDS outside the German Consulate,
Cape Town, on Namibia Genocide Remembrance Day.

[l introduced myself as having missionary-colonial as well as Namaqua ancestors]

Today's peace demonstrators in Germany chant: Deutsche Waffen, Deutsches Geld, morden mit in aller
Welt! Translated their chant says: German Weapons, German Money - the cause of Murder all over the
World! ....,Chant with me.....

As Nama, Herero, Jew, Palestinian, and we who practice solidarity, stand here today in Cape Town, in front
of the German Consulate, united in our condemnation of Germany! We are united with our neighbours in
Namibia who today commemorate the German genocide in Namibia - 1904 -1908.

Yes, Mr Ambassador, and all those who work in your diplomatic service, you shall hear from me, in
German, why we give up in despair when it comes to Germany's stance. And, it is not just about German
weapons and money, it is also about Germany's ethics and morals. The fact that Germany is identified with
genocide and the Holocaust ever since 1904, and still today, in relation to Gaza and the West Bank,
demonstrates the absence of a morally founded grasp of your own history. Is it cynicism, opportunism or
stupidity with which Germany supports Zionism? 120 years after the murder of the Herero, Nama, the
people of Tanzania, then the Jews and others, now condones what Israel is doing to the Palestinians, cries
out against any morality and any learning from your own history.

Those once persecuted by Germany and who now are perpetrators themselves has deeply divided the
Jewish community. Here with us today are South African Jews for a Free Palestine. Their commitment and
courage we applaud; we thank you - we recognise the cost to you in the past and in the present that rests
on your shoulders. Is it not ironical that if you were to say in Germany what you say here today, you would
be arrested. How can the German government claim they are a free country!

During our struggle against Apartheid there was a significant Boycott movement against SA exports in
Germany. Such solidarity abroad was a crucial component that helped us achieve our liberation. But such
activism, in relation to Palestine today is being suppressed in Germany today — declaring the organisers
‘extremists’. They are being persecuted and acted against. - How shameful!

German weapon supplies to Israel are taking place both directly and indirectly! The German company
Rheinmetall has a 50% share in Denel - the SA state-owned arms manufacturer; this is a cynical way of
supplying additional weapons into the current genocide besides the 33% of Israel’'s weapons that come
from Germany directly. You know all to well that you are violating your own constitution!

The Israeli-German defence and related collaboration is deeply intertwined. Recently the FRG Ministry of
Defence bought the Arrow 3 air defence and the Trophy system from Israel.

The Israeli military technology company Elbit produces not only in Israel, but also in Germany,

Germany has purchased the Israeli ‘spyware Pegasus’. Together you constitute a global evil!

When we in SA, fought for our liberty and democracy 30 years ago the FRG government gave us no
support; | myself did not even get political asylum after my imprisonment and then 15 years of exile.

Your guilt cannot be forgiven with money. Guilt must be felt, only then can an apology be heard or felt!
Where is there a Willy Brandt today, who in 1970 set one example at the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial.

As our poet Mike van Graan puts it, Germany’s blind support for Israel explains how the German alphabet
still stands as: A for Auschwitz, B for Belsen, C for Chelmno - and W for Whale Island, Luderitz, Namibia.
Shame! Shame! Shame! - Germany has still learnt nothing.

With the PSC in SA, and progressive forces globally, we are united in our quest to end the genocide in
Gaza and quest for justice for the Palestinian people!

Thank you!!! ~ >> From the river to the sea - Palestine will be free >>







