
 
On the 10th anniversary of Cedric Mayson’s passing: The Mayson family gathered on 
25th May, 2025, in Cape Town physically with on-line links to those in the UK. 
 
After contributions from family members about what they would say or ask Cedric, 
where he around today, Horst – also described as an ‘honorary Mayson’, said the 
following: 
 
Dear Cedric,  friend and comrade: 
A decade has passed and the world you knew has been turned upside down. Having 
known you and worked with you for the better part of 40 years, your activist and 
journalistic presence today, would make you: 

- Write about the racist Emperor and global dictator, who tries to detract from 
his Genocide in Palestine by making up a Genocide in SA. If you were to visit 
Trumpland – today, I have no doubt, you would be arrested and thrown out. 

- You would condemn AfriForum and Solidariteit as unreconstructed white 
racists who are putting our integration hope in danger.  

- You would shout aloud about the continued betrayal of the poor and 
marginalized majority in SA by those who posed as their liberators. And you 
would denounce the 1% S Africans who rule over our politicians with their 
callousness and riches. 

- You would tell us how enrichment, -  today’s corruption, was taught during 
yesterday’s Apartheid, when a white minority corruptly enriched 
themselves. 

- You would be on the barricades to condemn the wars in Mozambique, 
Somalia, Sudan, the Sahel, the DRC. 

- Most of all you would point to the whole-sale moral failure in the USA and 
Europe to condemn Israel and continue to supply it with arms. You would be 
first to denounce the genocide against the Palestinian people but at the 
same  would challenge the new rise of antisemitism. 

- You would speak wisely about the NATO-Russia confrontation in Ukraine. 
- With passion you would stand with those who warn of the consequences of 

climate change – enhanced not least by all who fan wars through the 
renewed escalation of armaments production. 

- You would make us understand how national inequalities are transformed 
into Global inequality; And how we in SA are setting the worst example: We, 
the most unequal country in the world! 

- You would explain and link the global people migrations – to the USA or to 
Europe - as a direct consequence of  colonial conduct, past and present. 

- Your words would amplify the danger of tech innovation that leads to more 
poverty and, at the same time, exceptional riches. 

- You would point to the creeping job insecurity and progressive removal of 
labour rights. 

- Let us always remember you as the person, when a ear-piercing moral crises 
confronted us in SA, you did not look away, did not chatter with indignation 
around dinner tables, but took the uncomfortable route that demanded 
involvement; deeds rather than words!  



- Your stand is all the more valued as someone who defected from the ruling, 
the perpetrator class.  

Cedric,  
Comrade and friend: Your imperative to act in the crises our country faced, came at 
immense and often devastating cost to each one in your family. You honoured them 
and will always do so. The pain cannot be wiped away. 
  
Above list is long – and my time is up, but  

- The book you always hoped to write about the CI is now done and finished. 
My co-author and I deal with Beyers in particular, but reveals extraordinary 
new information of what and you got up to during the years when you both 
were banned, after 19 Oct 1977. In two years’ time it will be 50 years since 
those bannings compelled you to respond in the way you did.  

- The 4 part documentary film on Beyers, you and the community around you 
is finally to be completed. As recently as last week we secured the finances 
to retain our editor, pay for licenses, do essential grading of materials, cover 
the cost of scripting, etc. We are in advanced talks with the SABC, after some 
hiccups, to show the film in four separate episodes. 

Cedric: thank you for being the type of ancestor your family and we all will always be 
proud of.   

 
      


