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Solidarity beyond words.

Solidarity in the past becomes void of meaning if we are silent in
the face of today’s atrocities, first and foremost, against the
Palestinians by the Israel-USA axis. But past solidarity is also
compromised if once | stood for the liberation of the oppressed of
South Africa but am silent now about the former liberation
movement, the ANC, who took power and then betrayed the very
people they claimed to free from poverty, from apartheid-style
education etc.

Let us never package solidarity as a cozy and pretty epithet in our
history! That in itself is a travesty and distortion of history. Let us
be clear: liberation movements and solidarity structures like IDAF
or AAMs, when they made waves, they were outcasts — not just
inside Ap SA but in eyes of most Western European Governments
and the USA. Let us never dress up the past in ways that warp the
truth.

We cannot stand here today and not talk about the genocide of
the Palestinian people. | am proud of what our former Foreign
Minister, Naledi Pandor did by taking Israel to the ICJ. | am critical
however of the way SA still trades with Israel, and about the way
we treat Palestinian refugees in our country.

Now let me deal with the substance of today’s topic also:

The Mayibuye Archive is important not least in that it counters the
intention of our former oppressor who sought not just to destroy
the people they oppressed but they tried to destroy their history!
I’ll say it again: Oppressors do what they can to destroy the
history of their victims; the Nazis did it, Ap tried it and Israel is
doing it now.



Social media and the Web are not the custodian of history.
History is the full account of what:

James Mange has to say about his life, his family, his
detractors.

It is the story of the spouse who loses a loved-one, a child, a
parent. Not in staccato phrases, but in the fullness of its emotion,
their resilience and tears — over the fullness of time.

It is not slogans of bravado but includes pain, tears and
regrets.

THAT IS WHAT THE IDAF ARCHIVE REVEALS.

>>> The linkages >>> to the ANC in exile. >>>> The all resistance,
including the internal home-grown popular uprising >>> the
cracks in the ruling elite because of dissent in their own ranks
(Naude).

It’s the accused, the detained, the prisoners, the detained who
remain the MOST vulnerable >>>> [N the 1980s - State of
emergency —22,000 incl children. >>> The 20,000 or more



